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ATTN: Examiner Holly Schnizer 127 Peachtree Street, N,E. 

Group Art Unit 1653 Atlanta, Georgia 30303- J $11 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 

October 11,2002 



Sir: 



This is a Preliminary Amendment filed under 37 CF.R. § 1*111 which is responsive to 
the Office Action dated June 12, 2001 in the parent application U.S.S.N. 09/305,588 filed on 
May 5, 1999. The Examiner is authorized to charge Deposit Order Account No. 501977 
$4272.00 representing the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b) for 35 independent claims in excess 
of three ($2940,00) and the fee under 37 CF.R. § 1.16(c) for 74 claims in excess of 20 
($1332.00). 
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Pursuant to the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration and allowance of the 
pending application is believed to be warranted The Examiner is invited and encouraged to 
directly contact the undersigned if such contact may enhance the efficient prosecution of the 
application to issue, 



NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, PXX 
The Candler Building 
127 Pcachtree Street, NJE, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303- J 811 
404/688-0770 



\ hereby Wrty that ilua coircjpandcncc i$ bein& \mm\Wed via Facsimile Ho. 703-3OM242 addressed to: Attn: Examiner Ho% Schnteer, 
Group Art Unit 1653, US. Patent and Trademark Office, on the date shown t*!ow. 



Respectfully submitted, 



NEEDLE & ROSENBERG, P,C. 




David E. Huizenga, Ph.D. 
Registration No, 49,026 
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